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Introduction:
At St. Luke’s Primary School, we are committed to providing all children with learning opportunities to engage with History. This policy sets out a framework which gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment. 
At St. Luke’s, our school vision is ‘Let your light shine, live life to the full, respect and care for all, create a happy and safe world for everyone’. In History, we want our children to be inspired and to develop confidence to discover what has happened in the past. History ignites children’s curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world. Children, through the History curriculum, are encouraged to ask perceptive questions, sift arguments, weigh evidence, think critically and develop perspective and judgement.
Our objectives in the teaching of History are:
· Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world.
· Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind.
· Gain and deploy a historically-grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’.
· Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses
· Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 
· Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.




Foundation Stage:
We teach History at Foundation Stage as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. We relate the history side of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. History makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world through activities such as dressing up in historical costumes, looking at pictures of famous people in History or discovering the meaning of vocabulary (‘new’ and ‘old’, for example) in relation to their own lives.
Key stage One:
At Key Stage One, pupils should develop:
· An awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 
· Knowledge about where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. 
· The ability to use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
· The ability to ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand the key features of events.
· Understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
Key Stage One pupils should be taught about:
  Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life. 
 Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally (for example, the Great Fire of London, events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries, the Gunpowder Plot)
 The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods (for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell)
 Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.
Key Stage Two:
At Key Stage Two, pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods of study. 
· They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
· They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause similarity and difference, and significance. 
· They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. 
· They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.
Key Stage Two pupils should be taught about: 
· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
· The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor 
· A local history study 
· A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
· The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 
· Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 
· A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 
History Curriculum Planning
We use the National Curriculum history objectives as the basis for our curriculum planning. Our curriculum planning is in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term). The long-term plan maps the history curriculum aspects to be studied in each term within each class. For the medium-term planning, the coordinator has, alongside teachers, identified the key knowledge and skills of each topic and consideration has been given to ensure progression across topics throughout each year group across the school. In Key Stage 2, the History curriculum is sequenced to allow pupils to have a frame of reference and consider change over time; buildings and technology, daily life, beliefs and culture and peace and conflict. By the end of year 6, children will have a chronological understanding of British history from the Stone Age to the present day. The sequence of learning ensures that lessons are relevant and takes account of children’s different starting points.
Teaching and Learning Style
History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on examining historical artefacts and primary sources. We recognise and value the importance of stories in history teaching and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest in the past. We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways and that they should always ask searching questions, such as “how do we know?”, about information they are given. We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely-different abilities in history and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. 
We achieve this by:
 Setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses. 
 Setting tasks of increasing difficulty.
 Grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group.
 Providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child.
History should be taught using: 
· A variety of teaching strategies to excite and engage all types of learners, including the Visual, Auditory and Kinaesthetic learner. 
· A balance of imparting knowledge and independent research involving the use of the library and the internet. 
· Whole class lessons, individual, paired and group work. 
· Role play, hot seating and other drama activities.
· Cross-curricular activities. 
· Visitors to school. 
· Visits out of school.
· A range of suitable resources and materials. 
· Practical and hands on activities.
SEND 
At St Luke’s Primary School we teach history to all children regardless of their ability. History forms part of the school’s curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. We provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties and we take into account the targets set for individual children in their Individual Provision Maps (IPMs). Teachers take account of the three principles of inclusion that are set out in the National Curriculum: Setting suitable learning challenges, responding to the diverse learning needs of pupils and  overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.
Equal Opportunities
All children regardless of race, culture, religion, social background, gender or academic ability, have equal access to History in order to develop their personal, historical capability. We carefully plan, monitor and assess to ensure all of our pupils feel valued. Visits to historical sites may be adapted to take into account individual requirements. Learning is challenging, yet achievable by all children, whatever their abilities and differentiation is achieved by both work set and outcome. We aim to teach children to uphold British Values and a mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.
Assessment for learning
At St Luke’s Primary School, assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Assessment is used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible. The marking of work will be guided by the school’s Marking Policy. Parents are given feedback at termly parent consultations.
Role of the Subject Leader
The history subject leader is responsible for: 
· Ensuring progression and continuity across the key stages and school through the development of the long term plan. 
· Supporting colleagues in the implementation of the short term planning and providing support within each unit of work.
· Monitoring progress and standards within the subject. 
· Keeping up to date with developments in history and disseminating information to the rest of the teaching staff.
This policy is reviewed and adapted regularly to meet the changing needs of the school and in the light of any new initiatives.
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